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An example
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Issues
A diversity of data management strategies

How are 
variables coded?

How are 
data stored? Quality checks? Combining multiple populations extremely time

consuming
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1. Network

2. Registry of all populations

3. Central database 

4. Data & meta-data standrads

5. Data quality

SPI-Birds Network & Database

@SPIbirds
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120 members

105 dataset; 26 species

~2 million individuals

~cumulative 2000 years



Considerations I want my data to be 
used, and use others 
data, but under my 

controlI don’t want my long-
collected data to be 

OPEN

I see the benefits of a 
common data format 

but do not have 
capacity to change my 

data format

= FAIR



Workflow



• consider & accommodate the stakeholders needs
• provide a sense of a community & a common goal
• be persistent
• Open data brings different costs and benefits to different groups
• FAIR data is more fair to eveyone

(Some) learnings:
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Remaining challenges:
• Funding
• Technical/infrastructural support
• Become a trusted repository


