
France
National policy and initiatives 
supporting RDM & FAIR data 

skills development

FAIRsFAIR-OpenAIRE workshop: National policy and support actions 
for research data skills - impact and experiences

28 avril 2021

Bénédicte Kuntziger – CNRS - Couperin



National Policy :
National Plan for Open Science
https://www.ouvrirlascience.fr/national-plan-for-open-science-4th-july-2018/

• Third commitment : be part of a sustainable European and 
International Open Science Dynamic

=> Generalise open science skills

• Inform scientific communities about the implications of the French Digital 
Republic Act on the open dissemination of science publications and data

• Create an “Open Science” certification for postgraduate schools

• Develop research data skills, especially through online training courses aimed
at the scientific community

https://www.ouvrirlascience.fr/national-plan-for-open-science-4th-july-2018/


COSO : Skills and Training 
College

‘Open Science Training Handbook’ translation

MOOC contribution : reproductible research

French contribution to ‘Case Studies on Open Science Skilling and Training 
Initiatives in Europe’ (Liber digital skills working group)

Share Open Science : 
feedbacks from various

institutions, universities, innovative
practices, stories

Practical guides



A rich and complex landscape

• URFIST http://gis-reseau-urfist.fr/

• INIST (CNRS) https://www.inist.fr/

• National Networks or Research Institutions :
• RDA France group : RDA Europe National Nodes https://www.rd-alliance.org/groups/rda-

france
• Couperin GTSO : ‘Open Science’ college, including open repositories and data working

groups https://www.couperin.org/services-et-prospective/open-access/gtso-
couperin/item/1123-gtso
=> Surveys, use cases, exchange of experiences

• Mission for Transversal and Interdisciplinary Initiatives : CNRS working group on data : 
Good practices Guide for RDM 
=> https://mi-gt-donnees.pages.math.unistra.fr/guide/00-introduction.html

• CIRAD (agricultural research for development) : CoopIST (scientific and technical
information cooperation) 
=>  How to share data : https://coop-ist.cirad.fr/gerer-des-donnees

http://gis-reseau-urfist.fr/
https://www.inist.fr/
https://www.rd-alliance.org/groups/rda-france
https://www.couperin.org/services-et-prospective/open-access/gtso-couperin/item/1123-gtso
https://mi-gt-donnees.pages.math.unistra.fr/guide/00-introduction.html
https://coop-ist.cirad.fr/gerer-des-donnees


Opidor for DMP

Several models of DMP
Opidor Tour : Training sessions and support

Directory of services in each institution https://scienceouverte.couperin.org/sos-pgd/

https://scienceouverte.couperin.org/sos-pgd/


A national platform : Doranum
https://doranum.fr/

• An URFIST network and CNRS 
collaboration 

• Digital learning materials : a set of 
free reusable resources

• Ressources to support the scientific
community in the management and 
sharing of their data, for 
researchers and research support 
staff

https://doranum.fr/


Several initiatives : for trainers and support staff 
https://www.couperin.org/services-et-prospective/open-access/gtso-couperin/item/1440-ressources-du-gtso

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.4627784 https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.4627817

https://www.couperin.org/services-et-prospective/open-access/gtso-couperin/item/1440-ressources-du-gtso
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.4627784
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.4627817


Several initiatives : for young researchers

• One target : PHD students

• A step-by-step practical guide for PhD 
students to help them build up open 
science skills and implement open science 
principles

• Section on RDM: ‘Making research data 
open’ 25-27

=> principles, tools, methods

MESRI
COSO, Committee for Open Science 
University of Lille



Early career researchers
University of Lille : training sessions

Doctoral training sessions in French and in English in RDM

Why?

• to comply with one’s obligations regarding research data (funded projects)

• to abide by FAIR principles to enhance the visibility of scientific output 

How?

• How to write a data management plan (DMP)

• How to disseminate data in keeping with FAIR principles

Methods : practice makes perfect



Discipline–based Approach
Chemistry and Physic

DATACC Project

Humanities and Social Sciences
Consortium MASA

=archaeologists and archaeological sites memories

https://www.datacc.org/en https://f-origin.hypotheses.org/wp-content/blogs.dir/1718/files/2021/03/20210324_AG.pdf



A common framework? A national platform for data?
=> A Feasibility study by COSO - Recommandations

• A Federated research data platform

• Need to support researchers

to improve the quality of data

and metadata

• Need to upgrade skills of trainers

and researchers

=> Build a strong national network 

of support staff to assist, advise and 

train researchers, with local expertise


