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FAIRsFAIR - Fostering FAIR data practices in Europe

● Goal: Practical solutions for the 

use of FAIR principles 

throughout the research data 

life cycle 

● Budget: €10 million

● Duration: 2019-2022

● Partners: 22 partners from 8 EU 

member states

Image source: https://www.fairsfair.eu
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FAIR-Aware

• For researchers and data 
stewards & also trainers!

• Online tool to raise 
awareness and educate on 
the FAIR data principles

• 10 simple questions with 
practical tips to improve 
data FAIRness before 
deposit
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Discovery 

medatda

Globally unique and 

persistent identifier (PID)
Format readable by machines and 

humans 

Access control 

➼ https://fairaware.dans.knaw.nl/ | https://youtu.be/TkxSXxkqhfY

Community endorsed standardOpen file format

Licence information Availability of metadata over time 

Use of semantic vocabularies 

Provenance information 

Professional data curation and preservation (TDRs)

Key topics

https://fairaware.dans.knaw.nl/
https://youtu.be/TkxSXxkqhfY


Helpful tips presented with each question
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Asks researchers to think about                
their current practices
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Provides an overview of awareness and 
willingness and suggestions for improvement. 

➼ https://fairaware.dans.knaw.nl/ | https://youtu.be/TkxSXxkqhfY
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How can you make new data more FAIR?

• Use resources to increase your 

knowledge and practical 

understanding (develop FAIR 

skills!)

• Leave feedback about your 

experience and how the tool 

can be improved

• Spread the word! 
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FAIR-Aware for training & research 

Ready-made template to analyse 
results:

1. Overview of users’ roles
2. Overview of users’ domains
3. Overview of users’ organisation 

types
4. Timeline
5. Indication of awareness per 

question
6. Indication of willingness to comply 

per question
7. Difficult topics indicated
8. Assessment of FAIR-Aware tool
9. Difficulty per FAIR letter
10. Difficult topics split by domain



Current status

• Continuous development throughout 
FAIRsFAIR

• Focus on improving user-friendliness, 
guidance information, new functionalities

• Dissemination in different communities 

Image source: DANS (June 2021)
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Thank you

Questions?

Linas Čepinskas: linas.cepinskas@dans.knaw.nl or fair-aware@dans.knaw.nl
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