Making your repository more trustworthy and FAIR-enabling:
a support programme
FAIRsFAIR is supporting 10 European repositories on their journey towards becoming more FAIR-enabling and trustworthy. This includes helping
them make and keep their data FAIR and preparing them for the CoreTrustSeal certiﬁcation as trustworthy repositories.
In return, the repositories share their invaluable knowledge on how trustworthy repository practices best enable FAIR data. Their observations and
common issues in the certiﬁcation process help create better guidance and support material for the wider repository community, developing
recommendations for integrating FAIR into the CoreTrustSeal requirements.

collaborative workshops
test peer-review of CoreTrustSeal applications by
experts as preparation for formal submission to the
CoreTrustSeal process
1-on-1 support and advice
a variety of practical tools to support services and
individuals in their FAIR data practices
a dedicated helpdesk
peer community support
Introductory workshop (February 2020)

"For our repository trust, reproducibility and actual reuse were main drivers for certiﬁcation.
FAIRsFAIR support was extremely useful for us”
Rudolf DImper (ESRF)

Other FAIRsFAIR tools for researcher, data
stewards and repositories increase their
FAIR share

We continue to share our lessons learned and challenges
with a wider repository audience
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Support team

Supported repositories

Phase
Mid 2020
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The Self-assessment phase
Repositories worked on completing a draﬅ self
assessment where they answered the CoreTrustSeal
requirement questions using a pre-prepared template.

Phase
2021

4

The CoreTrustSeal application
The repositories submited their ﬁnal self-assessments
to the CoreTrustSeal Board and entered the standard
CoreTrustSeal certiﬁcation process of application,
review, revision and approval.
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Phase

Early 2020

The Journey to CoreTrustSeal Certiﬁcation Begins
Introductory workshop with working sessions, tools and support materials to
improve the knowledge of activities related to the preparations for
CoreTrustSeal application. Repositories were invited to comment on the
CoreTrustSeal+FAIR overview to further improve the mapping between FAIR data
principles and CoreTrustSeal repository requirements.
February 2020
Introductory workshop. DANS, The Hague
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Phase

Late 2020

The test-peer review period
The self assessments were reviewed by ﬁve teams of two reviewers each and peer
reviews of the submitted work were performed, followed by individual support
calls.
November 2020. Certiﬁcation support workshop.
Discussing common issues raised during the certiﬁcation process via a survey
February 2021. CoreTrustSeal
Certiﬁcation Support Workshop: Preservation Planning
A preservation planning worksheet identiﬁed challenges in long-term
preservation policy development and discussed possibilities to meet these
challenges.

Next steps

Certiﬁcation Support Process

November 2021
a workshop will be organized to reﬂect on
key challenges for repositories & lessons
learnt while celebrating the achievement

October 2021
a short survey will provide an overview of ﬁnancial expenditure and lessons
learnt

December 2021
ﬁnal interviews will be conducted to discuss the process, outcomes and lessons learnt with each repository as a closing of the support programme
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